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                I don’t know about you, but it feels like the month of May came up fast and summer will soon be 
upon us. Last month, I said that the field was over grown with weeds two feet high being the norm.  That 
has been addressed by the members of the Electric Squadron,  spear-headed by Jim Reed and Denny 
Bourassa.  The issue of weed abatement has been settled and as President of the club, I have authorized 
a courtesy payment to those who took on challenge and cleared the field for the rest of the membership 
to enjoy. My thanks to those who pitched in. 
  
As a reminder to the membership of the club, the club monthly meeting is held every 2nd Saturday of the 
month and starts at 9:00am. We share news and information about things happening in the Hobby world 
as well as things that might affect the club. For instance, did you know that back around the first of the 
year, the FAA was slapped on the hand by the Courts when the FAA tried to force unnecessary regulation 
upon model aircraft, including the requirement to register the pilots and limit the airspace that the models 
could use, (e.g. the 400ft altitude limit). However, the FAA has jumped into the hobby world once again 
and basically has reinstated the original rules and requirements and may eventually require model aircraft 
pilots to retain an FAA basic pilots’ license.  Sounds pretty heavy handed to me! So, we discuss those 
things and other things that have an effect on our humble airport in Riverside. So, if you want to stay 
informed about the club operations and see what cool airplanes have been flying with us, then you should 
show up at the field.  Bring a plane and enjoy your hobby before some dork in Washington tries to get his 
name in front of a politician who doesn’t know squat about model aviation when he tosses a vote. 
  

Competition News 
  

                There was no SC2 event held for the March 2018 date as the presence of rain made flight 
conditions unsatisfactory , and this event will be scheduled for the Make-Up  date of November 2018. The 
location will be at the Silent Wings Soaring Association (SWSA), at Fish Canyon in Irwindale.  The latest 
SC-2 event was held at the SWSA, on April 15. I heard the air was tuff and you either found the lift or hit 
the ground!  The best finish by an ISS pilot was Steve Garland who clawed his way to 4th.  Returning to 
the circuit after a season away from flying is former champion, Manny Gomez, finishing in the top 10 of 
this event. ISS pilots are scattered all through results.  Steve Stanton took First Place in the intermediate 
class with a very respectable 971 points.   John Swain claimed a victory in the RES class, as did Paul 
Smith.  So, the ISS team is again, making its’ presence known in the Championship Series chase for 
2018. Keep up the great flying! Go Team ISS!! 
  

If a tree falls in the forest…… 
                Just a safety reminder that the tree line just east of the runway and safety fences, is suffering 
from poor health condition, to the point that is has suffered the loss of two major growth trunk sections.  
Please do not linger in the area as there is no telling when the tree may crack and fracture again..  Those 
tree sections that have broken away weigh more than you might think and certainly more than enough to 
cause serious injury to anyone it falls on. Plus it also makes a great home for the wild life in the area. 
Those area natives are not your friend AND THEY WILL DEFEND THEIR TERRITORY TO THE DEATH! 
If you find it necessary to go into these areas, do not go alone and do not reach out to the wild animals. 
And, yes, the tree that fell in the forest made noise when it fell, but you weren’t there to hear it. 
  

 



Other actions at ISS 
  

                I’ll bet that you think the ISS doesn’t have a serious side to it, as in having a President, Vice 
President, Safety Officer, Treasurer, and others. Actually, we do have those club officers and the 
following is a recap of the positions in place and the people who fulfill those slots: 
  
President – Mike Lee 
Vice President – Ed Stewart 
Vice President, Electric Flight Squadron – Jim (JR) Reed 
Safety Officer – Ed Stewart 
Newsletter Editor for Content:  Mike Lee 
Web Page Administrator – Candice and Joe Summers 
  
Some of the positions are familiar to most people, and other titles not so.  JR is the VP of the Electric 
Flight Squadron.  This position was created to cater to the specific and different needs to operate within 
the same airspace with a minimal amount of conflict and highest level of safety.  You have to admit, FPV 
racing and photo quads are hip and modern and simply amazing airborne vehicles!  But they are 
different…not difficult, just different. 
  
If you are interested in assisting with the club by serving as an officer of the club, please let us know. We 
can always use the help! 
  
I have a photo that I will get posted to the website, showing three of our pilots holding awards for their air 
combat duel at ISS.  They are Denny Bourassa, JR Reed and Steve Stanton and they took the top three 
positions in the ISS Air Combat meet.  It was great! See you next month. 

 


