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 For those pilots who take the weather seriously, you might notice that the weather has been 
truly weird.  The summer and fall seasons of 2017 started well with lots of rain, but then went scarce. 
Then we had a period where there was just enough rain and sunshine that it made perfect conditions for 
growing plants…including weeds.  It is pretty amazing to fly the field on a Sunday,.. and see them green 
plants are no longer just plants…No Sir, they are very healthy desert weeds that can grow 3 inches per 
day.  And that’s what we have seen a couple of times already this year. Thanks to the Electric Squadron, 
you other club members can drive on down to the field and enjoy probably the smoothest dirt field to 
be found from anyplace.  Thank you to Dennis Bourassa and Jim Reed for driving that effort. 
 
 Did you guys know that the ISS Club has out of state pilots?  Well, we do and the first one I wish 
to mention is the guy we call, “Minnesota Dave” also known as David Ostrem.  The “Minnesota” part 
comes with the place of living that Dave has for the winter months.  He owns property  and has plenty of 
family up in the great northern area, and so he does the “snow bird” thing with spending the summers 
up North, and wintering in Riverside.  He is well trained in winter-time flying and sometimes does a 
tease on us weather wimps.  When we fly, we like a nice steady 72-Deg temperature with a 5-mph head 
wind that results in a launch that places the plane into a near earth orbit.  Dave likes the odds of getting 
that kind of weather.  His luck with those odds are simple and the man-from-Minnesota gets plenty of 
flight time He’s great member and great pilot, with a great sense of humor 
 
 Another out of state pilot is retired dentist, Mark Waggoner.  Mark has a son, David who 
practices medicine back east somewhere, and has been known to do the winter migration thing with 
Mark, but he is still trying to figure out how he started a family.  David is a very solid pilot flying 
sailplanes and electric power birds. 
 
The ISS welcomes any R/C pilot with an active AMA membership to come fly with the ISS.  The best days 
to jump on over to the field and do that is during the weekdays. It is not a heavily populated field and 
we have pilots who can help you out in a jam. Whether it’s an aircraft set-up problem, tips and tools  
from the rest of the gang, our group of pilots can normally help out.  Give our club a call and find out. 

R/C and the FAA | Can we fly or not? 
 Unless you have hidden in a deep, dark cave with no electricity or communications with the 
world, you probably know something about the Federal Communication Commission and their efforts to 
suppress the activities of R/C pilots in the US. Their typical  “Modus Operendi” has landed them in court 
with several new bills to pass in front of the people who make decisions on aviation activities.  One of 
the first things to get introduced was the restrictions on who can fly and what qualifications must be in 
hand when flying to satisfy an inspectors’ audit of the pilot. I don’t know how the FAA plans to enforce 
the rules they make up, but I can tell you that the FAA agency has neither the manpower nor the budget 
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to enforce the new regulations. I would be surprised if I ever was confronted by an FAA inspector to 
determine my compliance with the law. I personally know a current inspector who says he cannot 
enforce anything said to be lawful or not because there is nobody on staff who is enpowered to conduct 
an inspection.  This whole thing is quite a mess.  So being that it is in a mess, don’t worry.  We are going 
to keep on flying just like we always have done. 
 
 As we get into the summer months, remember one thing…Drink water and lots of it while at the 
field. It does not have to be a hot and sunny day to become overcome by heat exhaustion.  The only 
thing needed is a lack of water in your blood stream.  Symptoms include dry mouth, slowing in your 
walking pace, aching joints and feeling sluggish.  This will rapidly change to weakness and possible 
dizziness.  If this is you, get to your water immediately and seek open shade. Avoid direct sunlight. And 
let people around you know how you are feeling.  Take no chances!  We are here to have fun and enjoy.  
Just bring the water and drink it. 

SC-2 on July 15th  
 The club will be the host club in the region to host the next Southern California Soaring Club (SC-
2) contest event, on July 15. Note that we do not hold these events at the dirt field. The event will be 
conducted at the Region 47 Soccer fields and we expect 30+ pilots to be on hand to fly the event.  As 
such, we hope that you will help us out by being one of our field assistants. Field assistants perform 
tasks such as timing and landing judges, help with equipment malfunctions, and other things that will 
keep the contest moving forward. If you can help us out, just show up on the region 47 soccer fields, 
3700 Placentia Lane, Riverside, on Sunday, July 15, by 8:00am. Thank you! 
 

That’s all I have to say for this edition of the newsletter.  All ISS members are welcome to submit 
articles on how to do something, building or repair techniques, or maybe just showing us your new 
plane.  Share the thrill of a new bird to fly with the club members and in turn, get others to do the same 

 
I’ll see you at the field 
 
Mike Lee, 
President  
Mlee8249@aol.com  


